
Acknowledgements

This book is the product of multiple anthropological temporalities. Its biogra-
phy bridges two main areas of my academic interests: Siberian studies, where I 
have been involved since my initial fieldwork in Siberia in the late 1980s; and 
research into gift giving to Soviet leaders, which I have conducted since the early 
2000s. The topic of time has been important for both. This book has developed 
as a conceptual sequel to an article on the heterochrony of Stalin’s 70th birthday 
gifts, in 1949. In Siberia, I focused on deferral, delay, and teleological temporali-
ties of Russian and Soviet statehood among indigenous evenki. However, I first 
thought of combining these two kinds of material in a comparative and theo-
retical argument about temporal multiplicity when Victor Vakhstayn invited 
me to give a keynote address at the conference “Future as culture: Prognoses, 
representations, scenarios” at Moscow School of Social and economic Sciences 
(2010). I am grateful to Laura Bear, who ran a seminar series, “Conflicts in 
time: Rethinking ‘contemporary’ globalization” (2008–11), in which I took part; 
she suggested that this might be a book-length project. I presented versions of 
this book’s argument at London School of economics, Russian University for 
the Humanities, University of Pennsylvania, University of Helsinki, University 
of ekaterinburg, national Research University Higher School of economics, 
and european University at St. Petersburg. In following the American Anthro-
pological Association’s Code of ethics, I have anonymized the names of my 
informants and fieldwork locations. This project would not have been possible 
without the hospitality and collaboration of residents of the Siberian village 
that I call Katonga as well as the support by the Russian Foundation for Basic 



x Two Lenins

Research, Division of Humanities and Social Sciences (Grant 15-01-00452 
“Anthropology of the market and social transformations among Indigenous 
peoples of the north”). It would be equally impossible without research and 
curatorial collaboration with olga Sosnina, particularly on the exhibition Gifts 
to Soviet leaders (Moscow 2006). Some of the viewers of this exhibition kindly 
consented to be interviewed, and many more left rich commentary in the ex-
hibition response book, which became one of this project’s sources. At various 
stages of work on this book I have also benefitted from intellectual exchanges 
on its themes and arguments with Alexander Semyonov, Alexei Vasiliev, Andrey 
Menshikov, Bruce Grant, Caroline Humphrey, Catriona Kelly, Greg yudin, 
François-Xavier nérard, Kevin Platt, Maria Loskutova, Mikhail Boytsov, Paolo 
Heywood, Peter Holquist, Sarah Green, Stephan Feuchtwang, Theodor Shanin, 
Timo Kaartinen, the late Tod Hartman, Vadim Radaev, and Vyacheslav Ivanov. 
I am grateful to the anonymous reviewers of this book’s manuscript and to Alex 
Skinner, Heather Paxson, and Stefan Helmreich for thorough and insightful 
engagement with this text as a whole.




